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to grab the reader! Nature in the P'“ew of Elﬂ-ﬂy Dickinson
Dickinson was born in Amherst, Mass,, In 1830.
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Thesis She spent her life studying literature and writing poetry.  shyapnel
Transplant) She died in 1886 of nephritis, which is a kidney disease. This is
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e heat After she died, Dickinson's family, led by her information
Read the breathtaking tale of a writing doctor’s
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desperate attempt to save a failing paper. statement | ofien divided into categortes. Many of her poems are about goetry,
Story and illustrations by Jeffrey Ives subjects such as nature, life, love, death, and eternity. ¢
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being Dickinson lived life alone. But she might not have lived Thesis

The structure is completely mangled,
and it appears that the flow of ideas is completely
blocked. It's a mess, and it's totally coverad with
the teacher's red marks. | can't seem 1o
locate the thesis.
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alone untll now
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Examining the Bones
The intem looks up from the injured essay, flustered

and barely able o speak.

1

e

Inside the X-Ray room, the doctor walks over to a
diagram on the wall. “A healthy five-paragraph essay

should have a structure that looks something like this”

. Introduction

A. Attention-grabbing lead

B. More specific statements and ideas

C. Thesis—the main idea of the essay
Il. Paragraphs 1-3

A. Quotes or facts that support the thesis

B. Explanation of quotes or facts

C. Linking of the gquotes or facts to thesis
I1l. Conclusion

A. Restatement of thesis

B. Explanation of thesis

C. General statement connecting thesis to the

larger subject matter

“Unfortunately,’ the doctor says, pointing o another

diagram, “this 1s what our poor essay looks like!
L. Intreduction

A. Specific information about Emily Dickinson

B. General statement about Dickinson's poetry

*Missing a thesis!”
Il. Quotes from “The bee is not afraid of me”

A. Quote from the poem

B. Brief explanation of the quote

*Missing connection to the essay's main ideal®
I1l. Quotes from “Dear March, come inl®

A. Statement about personification

B. Quaotes from the poem

*Missing connection to the essay's main idea!”
IV. Quotes from “Nature, the gentlest mother”

A. Statement: nature as mother of all creatures
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Gata gnp on yourself!
We will save this patient!
Let's get it into the Essay X-Ray
and figure out the best way
1o recrganize il

B. Quotes from the poem
*Missing connection to the essay's main ideal”
V. Conclusion

A, Statement that Dickinson lived alone
but was not lonely

B. Thesis statement that nature was like a
companion in Dickinson's poetry

*Missing broad concluding statement!®

The Diagnosis
“You can see that most of this essay's problems come
fram not having a thesis {or main idea) in the infrodus-
tory paragraph,’ says the doctor, examining the X-ray
under a glowing light. “The thesis is way down at the
bottom. If we bring it into the first paragraph, it will
give the other paragraphs something to relate to!
“Brilliant, but can it work?” asks the intern, peering
over the doctor's shouldes.
“We've got to try, Prepare the OR (Crgamization
Room). I'm going in!"

Post-Op Examination

After several anxious hours in the OR, the intern
comes bouncing inta the lobby, beaming with happi-
ness, “We've done it!” The lobby explodes in applause.

All's Well That Ends Well
The intern turns to the doctor. “That was some greal
work in there, Doctor. | can't imagine I'll ever be able
to do that” In the distance, there's the sound of a siren
blanng. Another ambulance 15 on its way.

The doctor chuckles and smiles, “Sure you will. |t
just takes some practice, Starting now!

Ex{.&.“&hti you fake an mpoctant theme » Dlekingn's

ol and mxplam (U in 3 way thal makes seage
Nature in the Poetry of Emily Dickinson

nicel There's no nead to be lonely when Mother Nature is around.
written The poetry of Emily Dickinson shows how the natural world
];‘:;t':?‘i':“:tif“' of plants and animals can comfort someone living a secluded
R S life. Dickinson was born in 1830. S8he was often described as
a hermit, or a loner cut off from society. Although Dickinson
spent much of her time alone, her poetry shows that she
was not truly lonely because her posms personify elements
of the natural world and treat them as friends and family.
smooth Dickinson’s poetry expresses a special relationship with
?ﬁ‘:j‘jﬁ::' nature. In the poem “Nature, the gentlest mother]" the poet
to: oy bad claims that nature is “Impatient of no child” At the end of
ta the neit the day, naturs puts her children to sleep when she puts
“Her golden finger on her lip, / Wills silence everywhere™
(Complete Poems, I). If all natural creatures are Mother
Wature's children, Dickinson had no need to be lonsly.
smeoth She was always surrounded by her brothers and sisters,
:T"r':;:t::"' even if those siblings were lowly insects and plants,
ralate the Even the smallest living things hold a special place in
perigeiy Dickinson's poetry. For example, in “The bee is not afraid of
Idaa me,” the author alludes to Insects as “pretty people In the
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The pretty people in the woods / Receive me cordially”
(Complete Posms, LVID, Dickinson felt that the smallest

creatures welcomed her as an appreciated visiton

characteristics to natural elements. In “Dear March, come
inl" the poet describes the month of March as being “out of

areat was coming. Rushing and being caught off guard are both
. 14 i
Explanation. human things to do. By describing natural elements that
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Though it Is never easy to find a feeling of belonging and
tT “':N_'[“ﬂ: P41 acceptance, Dickinson shows that such a connection may be
' as close as walking outgide,

Byeyyond warts

wooda™: “The bee is not afraid of me, / I know the butterfly;/

breath,” and notes that the maples “never knew” that March
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Dickinson uses personification, the attribution of human ‘5'-'__"/

This s
intaresiing)

shows how the  way, Dickinson transforms them from things to friends.

:*;ﬁ:r-rlc:“:‘ Those poems show that Dickinson gave careful thought and

thesis attention to the natural world. Though she might not have
talked to maples, butterflies, and bees, she did think about

g them and write about them as if they were companions.

Ef::lalu slant Her poetry shows how nature can comfort a lonely persomn.
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