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T
he m

oon w
as sitting on m

y roof.
Yet it w

asn’t really that bizarre.
A

fter all, it w
as the last night of the

m
onth, the N

ight of R
ebirth. The night

w
hen 

the 
sky 

trickled 
dow

n 
and 

the
plants shriveled and the tiny creatures of
W

ood shuddered w
ith one last heart-

beat. The night w
hen all things east of

The M
ountains died, w

aiting for a new
birth at daw

n. 
A

 few
 falling stars had landed earlier

on the top of m
y rickety house, w

hich
nestled precariously on the highest, m

ost
eastern edge of The M

ountains. They
had only lasted for a handful of m

om
ents,

giggling uncontrollably, and then crum
-

bling in a sudden spark of gold. 
B

ut the m
oon had never landed upon

m
y roof. I had sat there, high in The

M
ountains, on the border of a strange

w
orld, every m

onth as long as I could
rem

em
ber. I w

ould w
atch, m

esm
erized,

as the place no one else ever entered
began to rot aw

ay. I w
atched the anim

als
retreat and the stars tum

ble dow
n, but

w
hen the feeling of death becam

e over-
w

helm
ing, I slipped back into m

y bed,
thinking of the w

orld on the other side of
The M

ountains. 
I had heard rum

ors of the m
oon herself

landing, 
but 

they 
w

ere 
m

angled 
and

debated. B
ut here she sat w

ith poignant
patience, her ivory dress delicately rippling like shat-
tered lake w

ater over her w
illow

y arm
s and legs, a col-

lection of folded lim
bs that shone w

ith a strange and
pallid lum

inescence. H
er hair glinted like polished glass

as tw
o perfect sapphire spheres studied m

y face. 
A

n expectant silence tinged w
ith the distant flickering

of literally dying stars follow
ed.

“S
o, w

hat w
as it like in the sky?” I began aw

kw
ardly. 

“Like how
 you feel up here.” H

er voice w
as odd.

M
usical and elegant, yet strangely hoarse and low

. “Like
w

hy you com
e up here each m

onth.” 
N

ot sure how
 to respond, I looked out over the

jagged ledge of The M
ountains and into the realm

w
here the m

oon cam
e from

 and I did not. 
I 

w
atched 

as 
the 

w
orld 

died 
w

ith 
sim

ultaneous 

B
y E

la B
an

erjee

Em
bers of M

oon
ligh

t

Anne Horst

W
inner

Ela B
anerjee,13, is an

eighth grader at Farnsley
M

iddle School in Louisville,
Ky. She loves the fantasy
genre because she enjoys
“the feeling of how

 w
ords

can defy our stubborn
sense of reality.” Her story,
she says, “show

s that though this w
orld is

never clear, the present m
ust be accepted

w
hile the future can alw

ays be w
aited for.”

Your Turn 
In “Em

bers of M
oonlight,” Ela Banerjee uses

personification to breathe hum
an traits and

m
oods into an inanim

ate object—
the m

oon. 
Try w

riting a poem
 or a story about an object 

of your choice (the sky, a scarf, or even a coffee
cup) by using personification. 

W
R

IT
E

 A
B

O
U

T
 IT.

Judge’s Com
m

ents 
“The m

oon w
as sitting on m

y roof.” W
hat a

great first line! Ela’s story is outstanding in tw
o

w
ays:  First: The language is unexpected, yet

exactly right—
the narrative is unpredictable, 

but not arbitrary. You don’t know
 w

hat’s going 
to happen next, or w

hy things happen as they
do, but you feel that the story is true: This is how
things are at “the edge of The M

ountains.”  
And second: The sym

bolism
 is thoroughly

contained inside the narrative. It doesn’t have 
a “m

essage.” It w
ould be w

rong to say “w
hat it

m
eans.” Yet it m

eans a lot that it doesn’t say—
about life, death, youth. ... And best of all, it
m

akes you sm
ile as you read it. 

—
Ursula K. Le Guin

Take M
e A

w
ay C

on
test

Kudos
to our Junior Fiction runner-up: 
Kevin Valente,13, from

 Skaneateles, N
.Y.

Read his story at readandw
riting.com

on April 12, 2007.

regularity. 
The 

trees 
yaw

ned 
w

ith 
their 

branches 
and 

collapsed heavily to the ground. Their cracked leaves flut-
tered to the grass, w

hich itself curled from
 bright green to

aged brow
n before m

y eyes.
Flow

ers savored one last brilliant hue, and then turned to
ashened dust, w

hile rich patches of soil w
ithered into

cracked gray. 
A

s the m
oon continued, I closed m

y eyes, her voice m
elt-

ing w
ith the dim

inishing call of a nightingale. “I know
 you

and your kin hide in these peaks. Yet you are the only one
w

ho ventures out to w
itness these nights. It is a strange

thing how
 this w

orld passes on each m
onth, how

 each
thing so carefully sculpted is suddenly destroyed. I know
you w

onder w
hy it happens.

“I have died m
any tim

es. I fall w
ith the sky each m

onth,
w

ith the stars and the clouds and the air. Is it an ending?
O

r is it a beginning?” 
S

om
ething touched m

y arm
, a surface as cold as bitter

m
etal. M

y eyes snapped open to see the m
oon’s chalk-

w
hite hand gently touching m

y ow
n. I looked into her face—

and stifled a gasp. H
er once-ivory skin w

as now
 crum

pled
in a bed of sagging w

rinkles; her arm
, I now

 noticed, w
as

thin and interrupted by bruised veins. Yet her eyes w
ere

still pierced w
ith sudden blue and now

 held m
y ow

n. 
“B

ut there is no difference, is there? I see this night as
you do. It is destruction; it is hope—

a revision, a new
 view

.
B

ut it continues, on and on. You see this, I know
. This is

w
hy I have alighted on your roof, on The M

ountains tonight.
You alw

ays go back before the night is over—
before it real-

ly ends. N
ow

 you w
ill finally see.” 

A
s she broke aw

ay from
 m

y arm
, I suddenly realized that

I w
as surrounded by a cloud of utter and endless darkness.

A
ll the stars had long since burnt out; all the creatures had

been forgotten. The only light w
as the m

oon herself, her
pale glow

 a single flicker in the dead night. 
B

ut she w
as dim

m
ing. …

S
low

ly, she began to fade, her
skin gaining transparency, her eyes only a tw

inkle of indigo.
S

oon, I could only see a shim
m

er of w
hite. 

I closed m
y eyes as the m

oon died, unw
illing to w

atch
her disappear. 

A
fter m

any m
om

ents, I dared to w
atch the w

orld again.
B

lackness, lifeless and silent, enveloped m
e. N

o m
oon, no

stars, no W
ood. 

I sighed, and w
as about to settle to the ground, w

hen a
glinting caught m

y eye. I looked dow
n and saw

 a sprinkle
of silvery, sparkling dust. I sm

iled. 
That night, I closed m

y eyes to the em
bers of m

oonlight. 
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