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Analyze the Cartoon
Here’s a serious cartoon about Syria.  
Study the cartoon. Then answer the ques-
tions below. 
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1. �Who is depicted in the cartoon? How is he 
portrayed? 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________   

�2. �What might be a good title for this cartoon? 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________   

3. �Write a caption for the cartoon that  
describes what is taking place. 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________ 
 
_________________________________   

4. �What point is the cartoonist trying to make about 
the likelihood of change in Syria and the truthful-
ness of its leader? Do you agree? Why or why not? 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
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uCOMPREHENSION SKILLS

Comprehension Read the issue’s cover story, “Coming Apart,” and Time Trip. 
Then fill in the correct answers below.

Extra Credit: On a separate piece of paper, draw  
an editorial cartoon about a topic in Current Events.  
Mail your cartoon to Current Events, 44 South Broad-
way, 18th floor, White Plains, NY 10601-4425.  
If your cartoon is selected, we’ll print it here or on 
our Web site at www.weeklyreader.com. 

1. �What is the main idea of the article?   
A Cyber communication has been useful 	
	 among Syrian protesters.  
B Syria’s civil war has resulted in thousands  
	 of deaths.  
C Syrian President Bashar al-Assad has  
	 refused to resign despite opposition.

 
2. �What happened first? 

A The U.S. demanded that al-Assad step down. 
B Members of the Arab League adopted a 	
	 peace plan for Syria.  
C 	Antigovernment protests erupted in the 	
	 Syrian city of Deraa. 

3. �What percent of Syria’s population is Muslim? 
A 35		  B 74		  C 87

4. �What is true about the reasons behind the  
Syrian revolt? 
A 	Gaining greater democracy is the only moti-	
	 vation for most protesters.  
B Religious differences are one of several 	
	 reasons behind the revolt.		   
C The protesters’ main goal is to avenge 	
	 the killing of Sunni Muslims by the  
	 al-Assad family.

5. �What did archaeologists discover in the ancient 
Syrian city of Ebla that revealed much about 
its economic activity, language, religion, and 
everyday life? 
A a throne room 
B wooden library shelves 
C cuneiform tablets
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Across 

	 1.	 John Roberts is the 
_____ of the U.S. 
(two words)

	 6.	 doctor’s picture 

	 7.	 Warren ____ is one 
of the wealthiest 
people in the world.

	 8.	 founder of the 
American Red Cross, 
_____ Barton

	10.	 a prehistoric lake in 
Antarctica 

	12.	 country with debt 
topping $485 billion 

	13.	 Africa Cup of Nations 
winner 

	15.	 capital of Syria 

	18.	 wonderful words: 
“We the _____” 

	20.	 bordered by Iraq, 
Lebanon, and Jordan 

	21.	 People in _____, 
Tunisia, and Libya 
overthrew their 
leaders. 

	23.	 Civil War sub,  
H.L. _____ 

	24.	 lamb lingo 

	25.	 U.S. secretary of 
state, Hillary _____

Down 

	 1.	 baby bed 

	 2.	 president of China,  
Hu _____ 

	 3.	 raised by apes 

	 4.	 Cabot, Hudson, and 
Magellan 

	 5.	 Oh _____! 

	 9.	 capital of Greece 

	11.	 banned by the  
13th Amendment to  
the U.S. Constitution 

	14.	 Grammy gal 

	16.	 president of Syria,	
Bashar al-_____ 

	17.	 Greece made cuts in 
order to receive aid from 
other European _____ 
countries. 

	19.	 prime minister of Russia, 
Vladimir _____ 

	21.	 ancient Syrian city 

	22.	 Big Apple abbreviation
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