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Agenda

Goal: To review some of the challenges educators face today and 
explore ways to meet those challenges

• Today’s challenges in teaching reading

• Best practices: What we know for sure already 

• Technology tools make a difference in literacy instruction

• Multiple solutions to meeting goals

• Questions and Answers
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Challenges

Engaging students 
in learning in 

today’s classrooms 
can be challenging.
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Standard teaching tools and methods 
we use to achieve literacy goals

• A variety of nonfiction 
materials

• Discussion
- Before reading
- During reading
- After reading

• Differentiated instruction and 
multiple pathways for learning

Best Practices
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Teaching today’s students to be literate, 
active learners and critical thinkers

• Age-appropriate, engaging text

• Direct instruction of strategies

• Prior knowledge

• Explicit vocabulary instruction

• Multi-sensory material

• Reinforcement through review

• Authentic, supportive learning environment

Best Practices
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Recommended technology tools for 
classrooms

• Internet-connected Computer
– Provides access to audio, video, and 

interactive features on the Internet
• Engages ALL students

• Supports development of background 
knowledge

• Adds authenticity by providing real-life 
information to support print

• Interactive Whiteboard
– Facilitates teacher and student 

demonstration or modeling

– Provides concrete materials for group 
discussion

Technology Tools
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Polling Question 

What kind of technology do you have
available in your classroom?

A. a computer terminal with internet connection

B. a computer terminal with internet connection 
and an interactive whiteboard or projector

C. more than one computer terminal with an 
internet connection and an interactive 
whiteboard or projector

Polling 
Question

Tips for technology use

• Target technology use where it is most meaningful: 
Thoughtful technology and seamless integration is key.

• Set classroom expectations for use of technology in 
collaborating, discussing, questioning, and learning.

• Focus on content and instructional strategy, not 
on the technology.

• Attend professional development sessions and share ideas 
and experiences with others to become proficient and learn 
new ways to use technology.  

Technology Tools
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Technology

Computer monitor
Interactive whiteboard
Projector
Internet
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Using Tech Tools to Improve Literacy Instruction, 
K through 6

Combining technology tools with best 
practices for outstanding results

• Ideas for integrating technology into:

– Literacy instruction

– Reading comprehension

– Vocabulary instruction

– Critical-thinking skills

Technology Tools
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Which of these areas of literacy instruction do you
find most difficult and challenging to teach? 

A. reading comprehension

B. vocabulary 

C.   critical thinking skills 

Polling Question 

Polling 
Question

Using technology to teach 
reading comprehension

• Use embedded audio, video, and PowerPoint
presentations before reading to develop background 
knowledge for ALL learners. 

• Use the notes feature to teach questioning before, during, 
and after reading or as discussion starters to enhance 
comprehension and elicit multiple perspectives.

• Use the highlight or mask features to demonstrate 
“think-alouds” and to model use of this strategy.

• Use of multiple tech resources works for whole-class 
instruction or at a station or center where students can 
explore independently or in pairs.

Technology Tools
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Using technology to teach vocabulary

• Preview vocabulary words to ensure that students have 
some knowledge of words before reading. 

• Encourage students to listen to the words being read 
aloud to promote the correct pronunciation.

• View highlighted words and definitions—using words in 
context increases retention and signals their importance.

• Manipulate text with tools: Highlight, circle, or hide
words or text on an interactive whiteboard to teach 
about nouns, verbs, adjectives, and pronouns.

Technology Tools
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Using technology to teach and develop
critical-thinking skills

• Use student-created notes to show multiple perspectives.

• Use notes feature to model active thinking and to show 
examples of different kinds of questions while reading.

• Write for an audience other than the teacher.

Technology Tools
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Explicit
Strategies

Technology

Computer monitor
Interactive whiteboard
Projector
Internet

Video
Audio
Notes

Read Aloud
Highlighting 
Masking
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Literacy
Vocabulary
Critical Thinking

Using Tech Tools to Improve Literacy Instruction, 
K through 6

Using technology to motivate 
self-directed learners

• Helps design innovative instruction
• Deepens students’ understanding
• Demonstrates technology as a tool in the learning process
• Models importance of multiple sources and perspectives
• Meets students on their levels
• Increases communication and exploration
• Motivates students

Technology Tools
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Technology

Improved
Student

Performance

I get it now!
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Explicit
Strategies

Technology

Computer monitor
Interactive whiteboard
Projector
Internet

Video
Audio
Notes

Read Aloud
Highlighting 
Masking

Literacy
Vocabulary
Critical Thinking

Using Tech Tools to Improve Literacy Instruction, 
K through 6
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Achieving Goals

The effective use of
technology can help
educators meet 
students’ needs
and improve their
performance.
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Questions?

Questions?

“The object of education is to prepare the young to 
educate themselves throughout their lives.”

-Robert M. Hutchins

Thank you for attending this 
Weekly Reader webinar.
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Please stay tuned . . .
A brief product demonstration of Weekly Reader Connect will follow.  

www.wrconnect.com

. This webinar was recorded. A link to the 
recorded session will be sent to all participants.  

Weekly Reader has designed this new series of webinars,
“Teaching Reading to Today's Wired Students,”

to present the latest tips from literacy experts 
about ways to  improve literacy instruction. 

Coming in January  . . . 
The topic for the next webinar scheduled is  
“A Fresh Look at Reading Comprehension: 

Improving Instruction Based on the Concepts of Comprehension.”
For more information about Weekly Reader webinars, 

go to www.weeklyreader.com/webinars. 



Lisa Zawilinski, a doctoral candidate at the University of 
Connecticut, is a member of UCONN’s New Literacies
Research Team, which conducts research on the new reading 
comprehension and learning skills required by the Internet and 
other emerging information and communication technologies. 
She is a former Reading and Language Arts Consultant and has 
also taught first and sixth grades. lzread98@gmail.com
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Guide to Icons in WR Connect

Prereading questions

Preview vocabulary words

Concepts of Comprehension

Audio clip

Video clip or slide show

How-to guide and FAQs

Click to
see the

how-to guide
and frequently

asked questions
about all the

features of
WR Connect.

Use the menu bar
tools above to
• drag the page

on your screen;
• add notes;
• highlight text;
• mask text;
• print;
• fit the page

vertically or
horizontally;

• zoom in or out.
(Use the arrows
to the far left of
the menu bar to
move the menu
to right, left or
bottom.)

WR Connect is a school-wide, online reading program for
grades 1 through 6. It is based on a framework of reading
comprehension skills that helps students gain a deeper
understanding of what they read. WR Connect features
technology that is designed to promote learning.

How will WR Connect help me teach?
WR Connect helps foster, enrich, enliven, and extend
learning. It accomodates different learning styles, providing
a way to teach through text, sound, and video. Every feature
is designed to promote active engagement in reading.

Why should I use WR Connect?
Technology is a powerful teaching and learning tool.
Experts say that integrating technology into the curriculum
can give students the expertise to succeed in work and life
in the 21st century. These teaching tips will help you
make the most of WR Connect:

1. Use the prereading questions to activate prior knowledge
and get students thinking and predicting.

2. Preview new vocabulary words, read the definitions,
and use the words in simple sentences.

3. Click on the icons (see the chart) to extend learning
with videos, slide shows, and audio clips.

4. Use the back page activity to assess comprehension
or to extend learning.

WR Connect

Click to
preview

vocabulary
words and
definitions.

Click to see
a video.

Click to
see the

prereading
questions.

Click to link to
weeklyreader.com.

Type your
name on
the line.

Circle the
correct word.

Click to
watch Buddy.

Click to go
to page 2.

Roll over to
hear the
word and
see the
definition.

Click to go
to page 4.

Click to see
a video.

Click to
view Concepts of
Comprehension.

Type in the
correct word.

Click to see
a video.

Is Here!

Click to
hear the text
read aloud.


