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Center Stage: “Lov’d Alone”

®

Knowing that so much of  Poe’s work 
is anthologized and readily available to 
students, we thought a biographical 
play—Lov’d Alone—of  Poe’s life would 
be an excellent way of  introducing 
students to this major American writer.

Our play may provide some surprises 
for your students—that Poe was an 
excellent athlete, for example. More
important, though, the play explores 
how experiences in Poe’s childhood 
and young adulthood shaped the writer 
he would become.

The loss of  his mother, his foster father, 
his best friend’s mother, and his childhood
sweetheart Elmira Royster gave root to
Poe’s loneliness and melancholy. The
rejection by his foster father left Poe bitter.
In reading scenes from the play, students
will come to understand that Poe was, at
times, egotistical and manipulative. Yet
Poe was also sensitive and very intelligent.

Directions: After reading the play, ask these questions aloud to begin a class discussion with your students.

1. Describe the mood or tone of  the opening scene, paying attention to details of  setting.

2. The author suggests that Poe had two distinct childhoods. How do his early years with the Allans
differ from his years with his birth mother?

3. John Allan accuses Poe of  being an idler. Is he?

4. What character traits does Poe reveal when he gambles to earn money to pay his college bills?

5. What character traits does Poe reveal when he tosses his manuscript on the fire after the 
students laugh?

6. What character traits does Poe reveal when he suggests the lights be dimmed as he recites 
“The Raven”?

7. What character traits does Poe reveal when he sits beside Virginia’s sickbed and keeps her 
company?

Discussion Questions
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Reading Comprehension: “The Raven”

Published just four years before Poe died, “The Raven” is probably Poe’s best-known work. 
The melancholy yet lyrical poem concerns lost love and mystical visitation. You might be 
interested to know that Poe composed it in a roundabout way. In his essay “The Philosophy of
Composition” (www.bartleby.com/109/11.html), Poe describes how he first established the poem’s
final effect and then worked backward.

Directions: After reading “The Raven,” answer the following questions. Use a separate piece of paper if necessary.

1. What is the setting—the time and place—of  the poem?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is Lenore’s actual name?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. What happens when the narrator whispers “Lenore”?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Where does the raven perch when it enters the narrator’s room?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

5. What happens when the bird refuses to leave?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Making Inferences
6. Who is Lenore?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

7. What can be inferred about the emotional state of  the speaker by the narrator's use of  repitition 

in The Raven?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why is the time important? What do midnight and late December symbolize?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Drawing Conclusions 
9. What details does Poe use to establish an eerie, mysterious mood?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

10. In the 14th stanza, what happens to make the narrator suddenly more upset?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

11. Why does the narrator shriek that the bird should go back into the tempest?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

12. Poe considered using a parrot in the poem. Why, do you think, did he choose a raven instead?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Recalling Details
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Literary Elements Skillsmaster

®®

Paradox Versus Oxymoron
Sometimes the best way to describe something is to ignore what it is and focus on what it isn’t. Two 
literary devices—paradox and oxymoron—can make readers look at a subject in a whole new way by 
comparing the subject to extremes and opposites. Poe used those technical devices often.

A paradox helps readers find the shades of  gray in a situation by pointing out the black-and-white 
extremes. Simple paradoxes include “I’m happy when I’m sad” and “less is more.” An oxymoron
compares something to its opposite in a way that seems impossible but makes the reader think about 
the situation. An example of  an oxymoron is “loud silence.”

Example of  a Paradox:
In Edgar Allan Poe’s short story “The Purloined Letter,” the narrator works hard to hide a letter by keeping
it out in plain sight.

Example of  an Oxymoron:
We thrill, for example, with the most intense of  “pleasurable pain.” —Edgar Allan Poe, “The Premature Burial”

Directions: Read each sentence and then decide whether it contains a paradox, an oxymoron, or neither.

1. Theresa’s desk is a great example of  organized chaos. ______________________________

2. Without her, he’s a poor millionaire and a failed success. _________________________

3. Sometimes the deaf  listen closest and the blind see best. _________________________

4. The racers flew by faster than lightning! _____________________________________

5. The best way to conceal something is to hide it in plain sight.___________________

Part I

Directions: Consider each of the following subjects. Describe each one using a paradox and an oxymoron.

Part II

1. A school dance
paradox: ____________________________________________________________________________

oxymoron: __________________________________________________________________________

2. Homework
paradox: ____________________________________________________________________________

oxymoron: __________________________________________________________________________

3. Brothers and sisters
paradox: ____________________________________________________________________________

oxymoron: __________________________________________________________________________

4. A rainstorm
paradox: ____________________________________________________________________________

oxymoron: __________________________________________________________________________

5. Graduation day
paradox: ____________________________________________________________________________

oxymoron: __________________________________________________________________________
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Writing About Poe’s Life
Imagine that you are the curator of  a museum exhibit about the life of  Edgar Allan Poe. You are in charge
of  getting people interested in the artifacts of  Poe’s life. Write a brochure describing what visitors will see
in the exhibit and learn about Poe. Use descriptive and vivid language. 

You’ll find a variety of  artifacts and events to write about on the Poe Web site. Use the following things,
places, and biographical details to explore Poe’s life. You may want to choose a theme to base your exhibit
around, such as Poe’s childhood, his successful years, his wife—or select one of  your own themes.

Pick an object:
Poe’s chair, Poe’s desk, Poe’s childhood bed, Virginia’s bed, Maria’s rocking chair
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Pick a place:
Poe’s grave, the cottage in Fordham, his family church in Richmond
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Pick a city:
Baltimore, Philadelphia, Richmond, New York
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Choose interesting biographical details about Poe:
Career, family life, love, mysterious death
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to Teach the Edgar Allan Poe Web Site

ANSWER KEY

Sample Lessons
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Page 4 Center Stage
Discussion Questions.
Answers will vary.

Page 5 Reading Comprehension
1. midnight in late December in the narrator’s chamber, 

perhaps a bedroom
2. We do not know. The narrator says she is “nameless” 

and that the angels call her Lenore.
3. The narrator hears an echo of the word.
4. on the sculptured head of Pallas
5. The narrator’s soul sinks, “floating on the floor.”
6. a lost love, who has died
7. the use of repetition creates the feeling that the 

speaker is consumed or obsessed with the
knocking and the presence of the Raven

8. As the final hour and final month, they represent 
endings, which reinforce a feeling of dread.

9. half-napping state, dying fire embers making

“ghosts” on the floor, rustling curtains, feelings of
sorrow, echoes, and so on.

10. He smells the perfume of the angels.
11. The Raven says that the narrator and Lenore will not

be reunited in paradise.
12. A parrot can speak, but a raven is considered more 

otherworldly and ominous.

Page 6 Literary Elements
Part I
1. oxymoron 4. neither
2. paradox 5. paradox
3. paradox
Part II
Answers will vary.

Page 7 Writing Skillsmaster
Writing About Poe’s Life
Answers will vary.

Preparation: Before showing the Edgar Allan Poe
electronic issue to your students, take some time to
familiarize yourself  with it. When the time comes to
show your class the Web site, you can choose to use
any or all of  the pieces therein.

Walking in Poe’s Footsteps: This engaging, 
biographical time line is a great way to introduce 
students to Poe. Start here. Approx. 5 minutes
Could take longer depending on how much time you
devote to class discussion

The Tell-Tale Heart: A Weekly Reader film in two
parts. We have created a short film that follows 
Poe’s classic horror story word for word. Start with
Part 1. Show the film on a projector or on individual
computers. At the end of  Part 1, there is a writing
prompt that asks each student to write an ending to
the story. That can be done either in class or as a
homework assignment. Have a few students share
their work aloud with the class. Then watch Part 2 and
see how close the class’s conclusions came to Poe’s.
Total: approx. 25 minutes (Part 1: approx. 8 minutes; Part
2: approx. 7 minutes; plus writing time)

The Pit and the Pendulum: This original hip-hop song
and video was created by Flocabulary. It tells Poe’s
creepy story as it has never been told before. Show
students this feature and they will run to read the 
original story! 
Approx. 5 minutes

“The Raven”: This Lit Scene Investigation (LSI) looks 
at why Poe’s most famous poem is, in fact, so good.
Approx. 10 minutes

The above lessons are examples of  a few ways you
might present the Edgar Allan Poe Web site. There 
are plenty of  other features in this electronic issue 
that you can mix and match. Have fun and let us
know what you think! Send us an e-mail at
read@weeklyreader.com.

And, as always, have your students send their 
writing to word@weeklyreader.com. We 
post the best student writing on our blog, 
WORD, at www.readandwriting.com.

Evermore,
The Editors of  READ magazine
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